


Neh. 1:1-4

This morning our text brings us to a man named Nehemiah

· Nehemiah is a Jewish captive of Babylon

· He was of the generation of Jews that were born in captivity

· But even though he was born in exile, he had been raised in the faith of his fathers and his desire was that one day he would be able to return … to the home he had never seen!

And he had great hope that he would see the desire of his heart!

· He had the prophecy of Jeremiah that said that the captivity of Judah would be 70 years … which had already run it’s course

· The Temple had been rebuilt by Zerubbabel over 50 years prior and just 13 years ago Ezra had led a multitude from Babylon back to Jerusalem to set things in order in the Temple
But when this multitude returns to Jerusalem, they are not returning to the great city that history remembers

· It had been destroyed … including the walls that had made it almost impenetrable

· All the work that was done in the book of Ezra had been done to the Temple

But now as they begin to inhabit the city, they are unprotected and in great affliction!

· When Hanani came to Nehemiah in our text and told him these things … Nehemiah sat down and wept!

God designed our body in such a way that there is a relationship between our heart and our eyes!
· When emotion takes over sometimes our natural reaction is just to cry!
· Society teaches us that "real men" don't cry!
· But the Bible teaches us that … The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.
· When you read the book of Nehemiah in it’s entirety, you will notice that Nehemiah is a brave and courageous man

· Yet he had a tender heart

This morning I would like to look at the tears of Nehemiah and preach …

-
“Things Worth Weeping For”
FALLEN NATION 
· This is what Nehemiah was crying for!
· For his entire life he had read and heard first hand accounts of the great nation

· He had been told about the blessings of God!
· But now they were experiencing judgment!

· By now, Isaiah and Jeremiah were not looked upon as “enemies of the king”

· Now they were looked upon as PROPHETS of God, because everything they said would happen … happened

· The people of Israel now realized that God kept calling for them to repent and return to him … and because they ignored his plea, they had to suffer

· The lesson was learned too late!

· This weekend we are celebrating the founding of our own nation, which is the greatest nation in the world!
· The Declaration of Independence was signed 233 years ago and we have seen the hand of God bless America
· The United States of America is worth weeping for!

· And we should be able to relate to Nehemiah!
· We have not fallen, nor are we captives … but our nation, our complacency, and our lust for the world has brought us to the same place Israel was at prior to their fall!

· THIS is the time to shed tears and repent … BEFORE judgment comes!

· If not the tears will certainly come AFTER judgment has arrived!
DIVIDED HOUSE (MK 3:25)
· Satan is after our homes!!
· He is dividing! Pitting Mom v. Dad, Parents v child
· He knows that if there is no harmony, no
  effectiveness!
· But that is not the only house he wants to divide!
· He also wants to divide the house of God!
· He wants No Harmony! Bickering, disputes!
· It's a disease! it eats away and destroys!

SOUL UNCONVERTED! (ROM 10:1)
· Paul had a burden for lost souls!
· How much? 
· **Rom 9:1-3**
· Do you know why we aren't the soul winners we should be?
· We don't have a burden. When was the last time you shed a tear for someone that is lost?

And finally to those that are unsaved ... THERE'S SOME TEARS YOU DON'T HAVE TO SHED

-
**Jer 8:18-22**
The harvest is taking place now!

Jesus said in John 4...

Say not ye, there are yet four months, and then cometh  harvest? Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.

But one day the summer will be ended and the harvest past...and you'll not be saved!


- There will be alot of tears shed that day.


- Tears of lost opportunity!



- Don't shed those tears.
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