

1 Cor. 12:4-6

We started looking at the subject last week of “Working Together”
· Remember that the church @ Corinth was very dysfunctional church
· It’s characteristics include … being covetous, carnal, prideful, unclean, unfaithful, uncompassionate, unconcerned, unmotivated, and contentious
· It is a church that Paul rebuked for being “babes in Christ”
In this first epistle to Corinth, Paul dealt with many specific areas … but it was the foundational things that needed the most attention!
· And last week we looked at … Having the mind of Christ!
This is one of those foundational things that everything else depends upon
· If the church would have the mind of Christ … they would not be carnal, prideful, unclean, unfaithful, uncompassionate, unconcerned, unmotivated or contentious!
· If the church would have the mind of Christ … they would not be “babes in Christ” very long!
The church that is of one mind in Christ will be successful because they have the same desires, goals, intentions, and they walk with Christ in the same direction!
· Instead of everyone trying to go their own way and do their own thing … they work together to achieve what  Christ wants us to achieve
· This is what our Lord intends for each church!
Tonight, I would like to look at our INDIVIDUAL responsibilities within the Body of Christ
· We should notice that each one of us is different, but we have the same God!
· Verse 4 mentions the diversity of gifts, but all are under the control of the Spirit of God
· V5 talks about the differences of administrations, but all are subject to the same Lord
· The term “Lord” refers to Christ as master!
· V6 says that there is a diversity of operations, but it is God that “worketh all in all”
These verses will lay the groundwork for an important area Paul must deal with … “Working Together for the Cause of Christ”
· We cannot work together for the cause of Christ unless we have submitted ourselves under the authority of Christ!
The church at Corinth had not done this! (**11:16-19**)
· They was division within the membership … **3:4-9**
· But notice that Paul told them that he and Apollos weren’t divided … they were both working together for the cause of Christ … under the leadership and authority of Christ!
· And that is the same formula they were to follow!
Turn back to chapter 12 and let’s read **12:14-26**
· Tonight I would like to look at several areas that are important if we are to “Work together for the cause of Christ”
· It is my belief that this area we are looking at had one of the biggest impacts on the church @ Corinth
· And because they responded favorably, they became a much different church!
· Notice these things with me …
THEY WERE MADE UP OF MANY MEMBERS! (V12-14)
· This is important to grasp because many act as if they are the only ones that matter!
· This always leads to division!
· If we recognize that we are just one member of many … our attitude would be much different!
· In Philippians 4:2, Paul told Euodias & Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord!
· They had forgotten that they were just one of many members and they had affected the others
· Each member is important!
· We can never lose sight of that … this will come up again 
EACH MEMBER HAS BEEN PLACED BY GOD (V14-18)
· God has set each member in the body “as it hath pleased him” … and each member has its own responsibility!
· Without ears the body cannot hear, without eyes the body cannot see, without feet the body cannot stand, without legs the body cannot walk, etc.!
· Each member of the body has a specific responsibility and they are important! (Read v21, 22)
· If we are not fulfilling our function the rest of the body suffers!
· Let me illustrate from the sporting world … an All-Pro RB will never do well unless the offensive line blocks well
· And a team can have the best offensive line, but if their RB doesn’t do his part … there is still failure
· The success of a local church is also dependent upon each member doing their part at peak efficiency!
· The pastor or evangelist can preach a great salvation message … but if the members have not invited any lost people to church it does little good!
· And likewise, if the members have done their part and the preacher just “mails it in” there will not be success!
· We each have a function & responsibilities!
· SS teachers, Nursery workers, Musicians, custodians, ushers, sound technicians, etc.
· If we don’t fulfill those functions … we all lose!
· There are some responsibilities we ALL share and we cannot be successful if we are not ALL responsible!
· We should all be faithful, we should all be prayer warriors, we should all be soul winners, we should all be Bible students, and we should all be TITHERS!
· The truth of the matter is that God provides for the church thru the members of the church!
· And when we fail … the work of the church suffers!
· BTW, the church at Corinth became THE example in this area!
· In Paul’s 2nd letter to them, he writes in 9:1,2 …
· “For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you:For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia (The region the Corinth was located in) was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many.”
· Corinth responded well to Paul’s first letter and it showed
· When we fail in these areas individually … we cannot be successful as a church!
EACH MEMBER IS TO BE STRONG (12:21-27)
· Again, we come to this area of each member being important
· Even the weak member of the body are important and they must be strengthened
· The chain is only as strong as its weakest link … and the same principle holds true of a local church
· We must work together to strengthen our weaker members! (read v25)
· It is our responsibility to help and it is also to our benefit
· Again, let me interject a football illustration
· We view Tom Brady as a superstar QB, but he was 4th string his rookie year! Very insignificant!
· The next year he became 2nd string, but no one ever expected him to play
· But in the 2nd game the starter Drew Bledsoe was injured and Brady had to play … and he has been playing ever since
· He was a “weaker member” of the team … but not useless
· I’ve said this because if his coaches didn’t work with him … or if he refused to be coached … this would have ended in disaster!
· It is important to strengthen ALL the members of the body because ALL the members are important to the success of the church!!
· As a church we will all suffer together or we will all rejoice together (v26)
· That will depend upon EACH of us being the member God wants us to be!

There are 3 things we must each ask ourselves individually tonight
· Do I consider myself to be more important than the other members of the body?
· Am I faithful in the responsibilities God has given me?
· Am I a soul winner? Prayer Warrior? Bible Student? Tither?
· Am I doing what I can to strengthen myself … and to strengthen those that are weaker?
I’ll promise you that if we succeed in these areas … we will succeed as a church!
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