

1 Cor. 2:11-16

Remember that Paul is addressing a very dysfunctional church in his first letter to the Corinthians
· They were covetous, carnal, “babes” in Christ & prideful
· They were also unclean, unfaithful, uncompassionate, unconcerned, & unmotivated
But what I want us to see tonight is that they were also contentious
· **1:10,11** 3:3**
The division in this church had stopped it dead in its tracks
· It is obvious that at one time they were doing well enough to establish the church … but now they were far from the fruitful, vibrant church that the Lord expects from his church!
· They had lost their testimony with God AND men!
· And God leads Paul to fix these problems
And while Paul dealt with many things that were wrong … it was the foundational things that needed to be fixed above everything else!
· If the foundation is not repaired on any building … it will eventually crumble … no matter how much work you do on top!
· Remember the 2 builders in Matthew 7:24-27
In our text, Paul says some very important things!
· In v11 he identifies the Origin of Knowledge
· The things we know about the world comes from the natural man … and the things of God can only come from the Spirit of God!
· Read v11 & v14
· In v12 he reminds us of which spirit the Christian has received
· God didn’t give him the spirit of the world … he gave us the Spirit of God!
· That we might know the things that are freely given to us of God!
· (Remember that the natural man cannot receive these things)
· And in v16, Paul challenges them on the Application of this knowledge (read)
· There is nothing we know that God doesn’t already know and thus we cannot instruct him
· BUT there is MUCH that he knows that we don’t know … and Paul challenges the Christian to tap into that!
We have the mind of Christ … but not everyone is submitted to Christ!
· **Rom. 8:5-7**
This is the foundation that Paul is trying to repair
· If they would all have the mind of Christ … the other things will be repaired!
· When we all have the mind of Christ, we will all be of ONE mind!
But this is not the case in Corinth! (Read the next 3 verses **3:1-3**)
· When the people of God do not have the mind of Christ there is always division & strife!
· Notice the phrase … and walk as men?
· This refers directly back to 2:11,12,14 (read)!
· But on the other hand, when a church has the mind of Christ there is always success!
· Let me challenge you to read the NT and mark each time it is said that a church was of “one mind”
· You’ll find that it is always a good church!!
· Then mark each church that is not of one mind and you will find division & destruction!
The churches in Galatia were like the church at Corinth and Paul addressed them as well
· **Gal. 5:15,16**
· Verse 16 is the key to solving every spiritual problem
The church that is of one mind in Christ is a church that has the same desires, the same goals, the same intentions, and they walk with Christ in the same direction!
· And they are successful because they have the mind of Christ and work together to achieve the things that he has put in front of us
One of the most important lessons I learned playing sports is the lesson of teamwork
· The team that plays together as a unit always performs better
One of the best NT churches was the church at Philippi and their testimony was one of having the mind of Christ and working together
· “Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel” Phil. 1:27
This evening I’d like to give you 3 short points about the Mind of Christ

BRINGS JOY (PHIL. 2:2-5)
· Paul is speaking about the personal joy that he receives by being a part of a church that has the mind of Christ
· But the church itself is also filled with joy
· The predominant theme of this epistle is JOY!
· Joy appears 16 times in one form or another
PRODUCES UNIFIED CHRISTIAN WALK (PHIL. 2:15,16)
· When we have the mind of Christ we will walk by the same rule and mind the same things!
RESULTS IN A CHANGED ATTITUDE (ROM. 15:1-6)
· V1 … we no longer are driven to please ourselves
· V2 … we look to edify our neighbor
· V3 … our attitude is a reproduction of our Lord’s attitude
· V4-6 … Having the mind of Christ glorifies God!

When each of us has the “Mind of Christ” we will then be likeminded … and a likeminded church … cares for one another and bears each others burdens
· When a church reaches the place of being likeminded with the mind of Christ … it becomes a fruitful, vibrant, and fervent church that glorifies God
· And as a result … God greatly uses that church!
That’s the church God wants us to be … but we will not be that church until we all have the mind of Christ!
· This is the foundational thing that  had to be addressed in Corinth … and when the foundation was fixed Corinth became a different church!
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