

1 Tim 1:1,2; Titus 1:1-4

The 2 passages we have read this evening are both personal letters from Paul … the first is to Timothy and the second is to Titus
· And he refers to both as his sons in the faith!
· That simply means is that Paul has won them to the Lord
This morning I would like to examine the subject of “Winning Someone to Christ!
· Winning someone to Christ is more than just dealing with someone at the altar … leading them in a sinners prayer
· Winning someone to the Lord involves effort, enthusiasm, and sometimes even heartache.
· It may mean that you will have to sacrifice some time; but winning someone is not always easy.
Paul won Timothy and Titus.
· Andrew brought Peter & Phillip brought Nathanial!
All these men had one thing in common; they met Jesus and he changed their lives; and the natural thing to do is to tell someone else.
· It’s amazing how that when a person gets saved and they become a new creature; that the first thing they do is affect someone else for Christ!
· They don’t know much about their Bible yet, They haven’t really grown yet; and they don’t know how to lead someone down the Romans road … 
· BUT they know what happened to them - and they’re determined to tell everyone they can what happened.
What does it take to win someone?

OUR HEART (ROM 9:3)
· Paul had such a burden and love for his brethren that if it were possible, he would be accursed so that they could be saved!
· That’s a heavy burden, that’s alot of compassion!
· The reason Paul was a great soul-winner is because he had a great burden!
· He wasn’t just going thru the motions; he had a genuine love for souls!
· Without Love, you will never be a good soul-winner.
· You must have a genuine concern for souls!
· Sadly … most Christians do not have a burden; not even for their own family!
· Do you pray daily for your family members to be saved? By Name?
· When was the last time you shared the gospel with them?  
· When was the last time you told them that you were concerned about their eternity?
· Some Christians do not even have a spiritual burden for their families … what kind of burden will they have for strangers if they aren’t even concerned about their family
OUR LABOR (JN 4:35)
· Christ is telling his disciples; that it is harvest time now!!!
· It’s not 4 months from now, it is now.
· The fields are white!! All that’s lacking is someone to go.
· Christ also said in Matt. 9:37 ... the harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few
· To win someone to Christ it will take some labor on our part.
· We may have to do more than just pass them a tract, we may have to do more than invite them to church
· We may have to go the extra mile to win them … it it’ll be worth it!
· No one has ever won somebody to the Lord from a church pew; it involves getting off the pew and into the field!
OUR INVESTMENT (MATT 4:18-22)
· Peter, Andrew, James, and John were fishers.
· It was fishing that supported their family.
· Fishing was their life.
· But Christ said follow me and I will make you fishers of men
· And they left their nets and invested themselves into the life of ministry that Christ had called them into
· If we are going to win others for Christ, we are also going to have to invest ourselves
· When we think about the term investment, we think about financial things
· And the only reason to invest money is for the prospect of a return on our investment
· The same principle holds true in the Christian life
· We serve because we love our Lord … but God has also promised that our investment will have a reward that we will claim at the Judgment Seat
· This principle is also pertinent in winning a soul to Christ!
· It usually costs us something to win someone to Christ
· It will cost you your time, sometimes it may even cost you your mind.
· I remember Dan working on people’s cars just so they would come to church - he was trying to win someone
OUR EXAMPLE (1 COR. 9:19)
· Paul said For though I be free ...
· Paul was a servant to no man; but spiritually speaking he was a servant to all!
· He owed those around him a good example of what a Christian should be!
· That I might gain the more!
· Sadly, there are many out there that need to be saved and if they would just see a Christian that is sincere, one that truly loves God, and one that will live right in front of them; they could be won
· But many aren’t won because the Christian that is trying to win them is a poor example of what a Christian should be.
· Lost people know what a Christian should and shouldn’t do.
· And when we display a life that resembles a lost person they are not impressed!
· I’ve known people that have tried to win people by acting like them - it doesn’t work
· I’ve seen people that have used their tongue to belittle others and then try to win them - it doesn’t work
· I’ve seen some that have acted in a selfish manner and then try to win that person - it doesn’t work
· What does work is Us being sincere, and living a sincere Christian life in front of them.
· What works is us loving them and praying for them
· What works is us going the extra mile so that we might win them.
What does it take to win others?
-	It takes US doing our part.
It takes our love, our labor, our investment, and our example.
“… he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins”  Jms. 5:20
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