


Song of Solomon 1:14-16

This morning I would like to look at the subject of LOVE

· Because it is Feb. 14th, our attention has been directed this way

· We think about flowers, greeting cards, chocolate, and a day of love
· And all of this is important … we must be able to express our love to the one we say that we love

There are many types of love … there is the love that is described by Solomon towards another … there is a love of life and the things that surround us … and there is a love of our family

· But this morning I would like to look a love that we often overlook … and that is the LOVE OF GOD

God’s love is a perfect love and that perfect love has been directed towards us

· **Rom. 5:8**

There is a difference between someone who says that they love and a person who SHOWS that he loves!

· God has demonstrated his love

· Every person is a sinner and the wages of sin is death

· But Christ paid the penalty that we owed … not him!

· In fact, there is no greater demonstration of love than this

· “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you” Jn. 15:13

· **Jn. 3:16**

· When we consider the gravity of this love God has for us, it is quite humbling
· As sinners we do not deserve this love … instead we deserve the rightful penalty of our sins!

· But God’s love is so great that he sacrificed HIS son who was without any sin … to redeem us

· All he required from us is to acknowledge this Saviour and receive him as our own!

· The choice is so simple … Receive Christ and go to heaven or do nothing and spend all eternity in hell

· It really isn’t much of a choice because by receiving Christ we get God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense!

The Cross was only possible because God loves sinners!
· How often have we heard that love is a 2 way street

· It is the same for the child of God

· As sinners we did not love God even though that he loved us

· But after we receive Christ and realize the magnitude and benefits that came from God’s love … we respond likewise

· Or at least we should

· **Jn. 15:9**

· Our Lord told his disciples that God loved him … and he loved them … and now they were to continue in that love

Now that Christ lives within our hearts we are able to know and walk in that love he has told us to continue in
· **Eph. 3:17-19** 5:1,2**
· If love is indeed a 2 way street … what is our part?

· We already know what God’s part is because he has demonstrated it and those that have received Christ as their Saviour have experienced that love

· But what is our part?
· How Do We Love Christ?

WITH OBEDIENCE (JN. 14:15, 23)
· We will demonstrate our love by our obedience

· The relationship between Christ and his disciples is a unique one

· The word disciple is really the key

· Paul called himself a servant of Christ and often times our Lord is referred to as Master

· The term disciple speaks about a servant-master relationship but it goes much further than that

· The servant obeys his master out of terror … the disciple will obey his master out of LOVE

· **2 Cor. 5:14, 15**

· The disciple demonstrates his love BY his obedience

· Let’s return to John 14:24 (read)

· Just as obedience demonstrates our love, disobedience demonstrates our absence of love!

WITH WILLINGNESS (1 PET. 1:8)
· Peter is writing to a large group of believers that are scattered over a large area

· And the common denominator is that they are all believers of Christ

· Most of them had never seen the Lord and Peter describes them in v8, saying that even though they had never seen him, they love him!

· They did not have to be threatened to love him, nor did they have to be talked into loving him

· They willingly loved him because that is what came natural!
· To be willing means that you do something because you want to. 

· Webster’s dictionary defines it as doing something without reluctanceH
WITH FERVENCY (MATT. 22:37, 38)
· Notice that we are told that we should love the Lord with ALL our hearts, soul and mind!

· That describes a person that has invested their whole being into this love

· It is a love that is not halfway, nor complacent
· Instead it is a love that is fervent or hot.

· It is a love that defines the type of relationship we have with our Lord

· In fact, the reason some married couples are unsuccessful is because they do not possess this type of love

· They’ve given only a portion of their heart and life to their spouse and that never works

· Christ’s love for us is so fervent he gave his life

· Our love should be equally fervent
WITH DILIGENCE (JN. 15:9)
· Notice the word “continue”

· That means that you keep yourself in love with Christ

· In life there are many things that compete for our affection

· And oftentimes those things interfere or replace the affection that should be reserved for Christ
· And we suffer when we make these foolish choices

· Jude tells us in v21 to “keep yourselves in the love of God”

· That responsibility is ours to bear

· There is NOTHING that will separate us from the love God has for US … but there is plenty that will separate our affections towards God!

· And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. Matt. 24:12

If love is a 2 way street we should be diligent in our part!

· Christ has never failed in love and he never will

· The failure comes from our side of the street

· But if we will love with Obedience, Willingness, Fervency, and diligence we will have a relationship with Christ that will pay great dividends

I’d like to leave you with one last verse **1 Jn. 3:18**[image: image1.png]
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