


Psalm 51:1-10

The words we have just read are those of a broken man

· It is the cry of a sad, hurting and desperate man … whom we know to be David

· He begs for mercy in v1 and he pleas for cleansing in v2

· And the reason is because he is sinned and it has brought terrible consequences (read v3, 4)
We know David to be a man who lived the majority of his life with God’s blessings and protection
· God describes him as a man after his own heart

· But when David sinned, he was not given any preferential treatment

· He suffered for his sin just like everyone else!

We must first look at what brought these consequences David’s way

· **2 Sam. 11:1-17**

Never lose sight of the fact that David made very conscience decisions
· He was where he should not have been, he lusted after what he should not had seen, he took what did not belong to him, and he killed Uriah to conceal his sin and to take possession of his wife

· And David was not even bothered by his sins as long as his sins remained a secret

· But what we intend to be secret, God exposes to all!

· **2 Sam. 12:9-17**

Now David is scared! God was not going to let him get by

· It is only then that he looks at himself the way that God saw him!

· It is only then that he recognized what he had lost

· Back in Psalm 51, he knows that his sin had made him unclean and he wants to be purged (read v7)

· His is broken and he wants joy (v8)

· His heart and spirit are not right and he wants to repair them (read v10)
Believe it or not, this separates David from the majority of God’s children!

· Most would not acknowledge their sin and most would rather live with their sin than to swallow pride and get it right with God

· Verse 3 is a foreign concept to most

· The cry of repentance would never be uttered 

· And the desire to be clean and right with God again is not found in the hearts of so many

· But David’s desperately wanted things to be right between him and God … and that is why he writes this sad Psalm!

Have you ever wondered just how many are in the same position that David found himself in?

· Separated from God, unclean, and with no joy

· Yet all they have to do is repent and God will restore them

There are some here that are in this place!
· You may not have committed adultery and you may not have killed anyone, but your heart is not right with God

· You stand in need of the restoration that David begged God for

· David recognized some things he had lost that he wanted back … and I believe that we may recognize some of these things in ourselves!

FELLOWSHIP (V11)

· The fellowship that David had with God previously to his sin was lost … that is what sin does!

· But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. Isaiah 59:2 
· David recognizes that fellowship was gone … he had replaced it with other things
· His relationship with God became secondary to his fellowship with his sinful flesh

JOY (V12)
· David found out too late that the world can never replace the joy we have when we have that close fellowship with God when we are right

· Had David been able to replace that joy, he would have look somewhere else to find it … instead he cast himself at the feet of his God and  cried restore unto me the joy of thy salvation

· There is no joy that can compare to what we experience in the presence of God!

· **1 Peter 1:8**

· Joy unspeakable! It is without compare

FOCUS (V13)
· David had replaced spiritual things with things that satisfied his flesh and that became his focus

· Instead of nurturing the right kind of relationship, he nurtured the wrong kind

· His focus was not on becoming a better man … his focus was on becoming his own man, with his own way, making his own rules … while forgetting that it is God that blesses and curses … not him (even though he was king)

· You will notice that in v13, his focus was now on others instead of himself

· Instead of courting the sinful desires that destroyed him, he wants to return to what he should have been focusing on all along … the people around him … he wanted to teach sinners the ways of God and see them converted

· As king, David had much influence … and he should have been leading his people to be lovers of God rather than lovers of self

· And he failed in this area.

· From this point on, David will experience trouble from men that were not lovers of God … and he is partly to blame

· Joab was privy to David’s conspiracy and he will be a thorn, his son Absalom is not a lover of God and will be a thorn, as will many others

· We can only speculate how much better things would have been for David AND the nation of Israel had David not lost his focus

· Prior to David’s sin, Israel was the most powerful nation … but after his sin, they experienced internal strife over and over again … killing themselves until they were once again vulnerable to their enemies

· He lost his focus and suffered

TENDER HEART (16,17)
· David knew that God did not require a sacrifice or else he would have sacrificed every sheep in the nation

· Instead he realized that God required a broken and contrite (humbled) heart

· David’s heart is NOW tender, but if it had been tender before he wouldn’t be in this place of sorrow

· When David looked upon Bathsheba … he knew it was wrong and God made sure that his heart knew that it grieved God’s heart

· But David went ahead anyway

· When he asked for her name, he knew it was wrong, but he continued on

· When David sent for her he knew that he was walking down a terrible path … but he walked on

· And when he lay with her, he forgot how awful it was!

· Remember that David was promised Saul’s daughter Merab, Saul gave her to another

· And later when he did marry her sister Michal, Saul gave her to another also
· Now David is doing the same thing to another man’s wife

· But he didn’t care!

· David had hardened his heart and refused God

· And had he listened and responded when God dealt with him … his life would have been MUCH different

· This is the condition of some here today!

· Your heart is so hardened and calloused by sin that you can not even recognize when God speaks to your heart

· You have become so used to refusing God and rebelling against him that it has become 2nd nature to you

· David’s lust overruled his tender heart and he paid dearly for it

· Instead it took judgment to make his heart tender!

· Sir / Ma’am there is a less painful way!

· Had David kept his heart tender, had he responded to God … his life would have been so much different

· The rest of his life was quite painful

· He lost the child that Bathsheba had delivered

· His eldest son Amnon who defiled Tamar (David’s daughter) was killed

· Another son Absalom usurps the kingdom from David and he too his killed in the insurrection by Joab

· But not before he takes David’s wives and lays with them in the sight of all Jerusalem

· His nation suffered from their enemies

David paid a heavy price because of his sin!!!

· And it is the FOOL who will walk the same path

How’s your fellowship with God?

Have you lost the Joy that can only come from a close walk with God?

What is YOU focus?

How’s your heart?
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