


Phil 2:1-5

What we have before us this evening is a recipe for a successful church

· It has been my privilege to preach the gospel of Christ in a multitude of churches

· Some have been wonderful churches that God was greatly blessing

· But some were completely destitute of the Lord’s blessing

Many times it is because there is a sin problem within the church that has been un-dealt with
· The Church at Corinth is an example of this

· In 1 Cor. 5, Paul had to deal with that sin … and as is so often the case it was a sexual sin

· There was a young man and his step mother who were engaged in a physical relationship

· And instead of dealing with it, the church allowed it and even took a certain amount of pride in it

· We know this because Paul told them in v6 …

Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened … 
· Leaven is a type of sin throughout the Bible … a fact that they were very familiar with

· These words were NOT a parable to them, they were very blunt and plain

Paul was reminding them that God has never blessed and used a church that refused to deal with sin

· You have heard me say that many times from this pulpit

· The reason I preach the way I do is because my experience has shown me what God blesses and what he judges!

· When I challenge us to learn from others … it is something that I practice in my own life

· As a young preacher I observed each place I was at very carefully

· I took every opportunity to pick the brain of every pastor I preached for

· Because I wanted to learn!

I’ve seen my share of sin in the church that robbed them of God’s blessing … but there is another area that prevents God from blessing

· And that is strife!

· While it is not sexual in nature … it is still sin nevertheless and it kills churches!

· And it should not surprise us that in churches that are failing, strife is more common that sexual sins!
Whenever there is strife within the church it is recognizable almost immediately upon walking in the front door
· Perhaps it is the Spirit of God that reveals it, perhaps our spirit recognizes a dark cloud over the congregation, perhaps it’s just a burden on our soul or all of the above

· But it is never a pleasant experience

I’ve experienced this on more than one occasion! 

· In Germany, England, Ohio, Alabama, Texas, Arizona, and Florida!
· The church in England was in terrible shape when I arrived in 1992 because of strife

· And many people suffered as a result!

Some new Christians became discouraged and quit

· Those that were instigators became bitter and hard-hearted and God had to deal with them!

· These same people not only lost their testimony, but they lost their children who grew up bitter and rebellious like their parents and their lives are in ruins now

· But the church and the Gospel of Christ suffered as well

· The strife in the church was recognized by those we were trying to reach and some are in hell today because of it!
This can be overcome … but it takes time to overcome the effects of strife
· Because others associate the church with internal strife

· Children remember the bitterness of the parents

· And those new Christians are not around anymore … and they associate “Christians” as bitter and selfish

· They did not see brotherly love, they did not see the fruits of the Spirit or the common goal and camaraderie that should be normal

Notice what Paul said in v2 …

· Fulfill ye my joy (make me happy)

· What would make him happy?

· When he sees that the church is being blessed by God

· When he can get into the pulpit with liberty to preach

· When he knows that the desire of the church is to serve God and be everything that God wants them to be

· That ye be likeminded 

· The church is to be LIKEMINDED and that will only happen when we possess the mind of Christ
· That simply means that we don’t have a personal agenda, instead we are determined to do the will of the Lord

· That includes all of us ….

· Having the same love 

· We have these things in common: Our love for Christ; Our love for God’s Word; Our love for Souls; and our love for the brethren

· This seems simple enough … that is what all Christians are suppose to be like

· But our love for self often interferes!

· That’s why Paul said in v3 (read)

But if we will be likeminded and share the same love for the things of God … we will be “of one accord, of one mind”

· Did you realize that the phrase “one accord” is found 14 times in the Bible?

· And 12 of those occurrences appear in the book of Acts, where we read about the early church … with it’s power, influence, it’s growth, and the great blessing it received from God!

· This is not a coincidence … it is the result of being likeminded and being of one accord! 

· Paul knew the importance of this thru experience and he is passing that lesson along to the church at Philippi

The church should be in one accord in the direction it goes … it should be following God at all times!

· It should be in one accord in it love for the things of God

· It should be in one accord in the decisions it makes

· But there are some other things we find the early church in one accord about

IN PRAYER (Acts 1:14)
· We have all heard the saying, “a family that prays together stays together”
· The same principle holds true for the church

· When we bring our burdens to the throne of grace together, it binds the church closer together

· Because we have the same burden and prayer

· Here in chapter 1, the disciples had just experienced some things that they did not understand

· They had experienced persecution from the religious leaders of Israel and Christ had been crucified

· But the Lord had come out of the tomb and their sorrow had turned to rejoicing

· But now the stand puzzled as they watch him ascend back to heaven (read v9)

· But how they responded made all the difference in the world (Read v14)

· And this resulted in understanding (v15-20) and direction (v20-25)
· When tragedy and uncertainty drive us to our knees as a church, God uses it to strengthen the brethren

IN ATTENDANCE (2:1, 46)
· This chapter shows us some amazing things

· The promised of Holy Ghost being realized

· The powerful preaching of Peter

· And 3000 souls saved and baptized

· But what we should realize is that this chapter begins with the disciples being in one accord in their proper place and the chapter ends with these new converts following this example

· **v41-47**

· But if the church is not of one accord in their attendance it can not succeed

· Because they plainly show God that there are things more important to them than serving him!

· When we absent ourselves from the house of God, we miss out on some real blessings

· Thomas can testify to that (**John 20:19-24**)

· The others had their sorrow replaced with joy and they received the Holy Ghost

· Thomas did not, because he had more important things to do and he missed out!

IN PRAISE (4:24)
· Remember our starting point? Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind

· A Church that is in one accord with their love will naturally be of one accord in their praise
· Because our praise will be directed towards the one who loved us and gave himself for us
In closing I would like you to turn to Phil. 1:27 (read)

· Paul wanted to hear that they were striving together instead of striving WITH each other

· Because then he could be confident that they were still standing, still blessed, and still reaching others[image: image1.png]
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