


Luke 14:1-11

Have you ever wondered what it was like to live a day in the shoes of Christ?

· In our text, our Lord has been invited to eat at the house of one of the chief Pharisees

The Pharisees were not interested in fellowshipping with the Lord … they were not even interested in learning from him!
· Verse I tells us that “they watched him”. And we all know in what context this phrase is written from

· They watched him with great scrutiny to see if they could accuse him of something

· This is a common theme … **Luke 6:6-11** 13:10-16**

This time it is no different and when he healed this man on the Sabbath Day he raised the same questions again!
· Only this time instead of waiting for their criticism, he just responded to what was going on

· There are some who believe that this was a setup meant to trap Christ

Now, Christ is going to teach a lesson beginning in v7 on pride

· Remember who he is directing this towards … the one of the chief Pharisees and his guests

· And by now it is no secret what their feelings were towards the Lord

· They would not recognize him as the Son of God, nor would they respect him as a teacher from God
· They looked on him as a threat to their authority!

· They had possessed the spiritual rule over their fellow Jews and they would not be challenged, contradicted, or instructed in any fashion!

· They valued their position and power … and Christ was a threat to that!

· Everywhere he went people were being converted, healed, and instructed in the ways of righteousness!

· He was a teacher unlike any that they’d seen

· He did things they had never thought possible

· And he healed men from diseases that were thought to be untouchable!

I’ve often asked myself … what if the Pharisees had recognized him for who he was. What had they endorsed him, followed him, and become his disciples?

· The results could have been nothing short of remarkable

· But it was their pride that prevented them!

Christ will now teach on this very subject!

· His lesson begins in v7 … when he reveals how each of them chose their seat
· Understand that there were places to sit that were more honorable than others!

· We see this to a certain extent in our culture in certain situations

· If at a banquet, oftentimes there is a head table for the honored guests

· If at a lecture, there may be seats on the platform for those deemed important

· But in the Jewish custom and culture you would see this much more often

· At every event there would be places of honor … and it would be a tiered setup

· Every place had its significance. One would be more important than another, but less important than others

Even at the house they were in it was this way … and Christ reminded them that as they came in, they chose the seats that they thought fit their stature

· I belong in this room!

Christ will teach otherwise … (Read v8-11)
· It would be shameful for you to assume that you are to sit in the honorable place and have to be told to move

· Instead, sit in the lowest place (exercise humility) and let the ruler of the feast seat you higher!

It is pride that causes one to sit in the highest room and it is humility that tells a man to sit in the lowest!

· Pride and humility are mentioned at least 120 times in the Bible

· It may be mentioned so often because it is this area that mankind has so much trouble with

What is humility?

· According to Webster’s Dictionary it is a deep sense of one’s unworthiness in the sight of God.

· **Phil. 2:3,4**

Humility is not looking for or demanding personal recognition (v3)

· There are people that will only do things so that others will see them

· It is only the “high profile” things that people are interested in

Humility is esteeming others better than you

· That is a lost characteristic

· When we begin to look at ourselves as better than everyone else … it should be a glaring signal that something is amiss in your heart

Humility is caring for others, not just ourselves (v4)

· There are 3 more things we should see about humility

ESSENTIAL FOR GREATNESS IN KINGDOM OF GOD
· **Matt. 18:1-4**

· In this text, our Lord is responding to a question that has been asked of him … Who is the greatest in the kingdom of God

· And he first points out that without being converted you can not enter in … and that will take child like faith (v3)
· And in v4, he once again uses the child and tells us that without the humility of the child you can not be great
· Have you ever seen a child among adults?

· They’re humble … if we are to be great in the sight of God we must possess that kind of humility

HUMILITY PRECEDES EXALTATION (MATT. 23:12)
· You will notice that these are the exacts words that Christ used in the place we started at (Luke 14:11)

· **James 4:10**

· Notice that we are to “humble ourselves”

· It is our responsibility and if we will follow this command, HE shall lift you up

· The pattern that many erroneously follow is that we attempt to make another humble thru our tongue in an attempt to make ourselves look better

· This NEVER works! 

· BTW, you only have to humble yourselves in the sight of God

· That means only when God’s looking … which is ALL THE TIME!

THE CHRISTIAN IS CHARACTERIZED BY HUMILITY
· **1 Peter 5:5,6**

· We are to be clothed in humility

· Because God resisteth the proud … but he giveth grace to the humble!

· If we will humble YOURSELVES … he will exalt you in due time!

· **Pr. 15:33** 18:12**
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