


Luke 16:13-15

The statement Jesus made in v13 has been and still is one of the most hated statements in all the Bible.

· Because man does not like to be reminded that our love of worldly possessions stand in the way of our being right with God!
· Ask the rich, young ruler, ask Judas, ask Demas, etc.
If we look closely at this verse, we'll notice some things

· Jesus is contrasting our service of mammon (or material possessions) and our spiritual service.
· No man can serve 2 masters
· Men have been trying for generations, unsuccessful
· The result every time is one is loved and the other hated.
· That means that if you serve your worldly possessions, you hate God!

Preacher, are you saying that having money is a sin?
· No, God blessed Abraham, Isaac, Job, David and Solomon with great riches.
· What God is saying is the Love of money is a sin.

Preacher, are you saying those that have money cannot serve God?  No

· There have been countless men of wealth that have used what God has given them for his service
· What I am saying is that you cannot serve God and 

  Mammon at the same time.




- The Spiritual mans God is more important than his money!

Notice that the Pharisees got upset

· Christ's answer was v15

· You can justify your actions before men, you can 
  make every excuse, and they may even believe you,  

  BUT God knoweth your hearts!

This is a truth that we do not think about! 

· We can make every excuse in the world, and we may even have the preacher fooled, but we will NEVER fool God!
We think that it's like an inspection, every so often God will look in our hearts and inspect them,  but that's not true,  it says god KNOWETH your hearts!
-
God knows what’s going on at ALL times!

What does God see in our hearts?

· We may have it hid, tucked into the recesses of our hearts, but God knows.
Throughout the scriptures we see the Lord looking into men’s hearts and revealing what is actually in them.  We're going to look at a few of these instances, but always remembering that he knows our hearts as well!

THE HEART OF THE UNCONCERNED (1 SAM 8:4-19)
· The nation that God had formed from Abraham and the nation that God led to the land that flowed with milk and honey, and the nation whom God had protected from their enemies all these years … is now going to turn their backs on God
· God reminded Samuel that this was not a rejection of his leadership, but instead it was a rejection of the leadership of God (v7)

· God also gave warning to Israel of what would happen (v18) … but it did not even phase them (v19)

· They wanted to have their way and they were unconcerned about God … or even the consequences that were sure to follow

· Most of us can recognize the tragedy in this decision, but many can not recognize these same things in US!

· The cold hard truth is that the prevailing attitude among many so called saved people is one of unconcern

· Why? Because they place more value upon their own desires than those of the MASTER!

· That’s why there is little concern about sin in their lives

· That’s why there is little importance in serving the one they CLAIM is their Lord!

· Truth is that THEY are their own lord and Christ is just their avenue to heaven

· The man or woman who has this attitude is very much like the Pharisee … they do just enough to look the part, but their heart is the revealer of who they really are
· And God SEES the heart!
God told Jeremiah (16:17) For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are not hid from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes.
-
When we sin we fail to realize that our sin is done before God!






- that is why we are unconcerned!

THE HEART OF THE UNDEDICATED (JN 13:36-38) 

· God knew the heart of Peter and saw the heart of the undedicated!
· Peter is one of the most interesting characters in the Bible!
· Many people claim Peter to be their favorite Bible character and the reason is because we can relate to Peter.
· Many of the things Peter struggled with we find that we also struggle with!
· Peter was always the impetuous one, the zealous one.
· It was Peter who was of the attitude that if there was only one person on earth that was right with God it was Him!
· But Jesus knew his heart and knew that in just hours Peter would show just how dedicated to Christ he really was.
· Look at Peter's response ... but when the soldiers came to the Garden and arrested Jesus, Peter took a quick assessment and ran like the others!
· Jesus predicted his dedication when he foretold that Peter would deny him 3 times!
· Peter claimed to be more dedicated than he 
  really was!
· But Peter learned from this experience and from that time on, you cannot see any hint of disloyalty in Peter. He remained dedicated to Jesus and actually gave his life for the gospel!
· How many of us have a heart of the undedicated?
· It doesn't take long to see this one!
· You cannot be a Sunday morning Christian and be dedicated!
· You cannot disobey God's word and be dedicated
· You cannot live like the world and be dedicated!
· You cannot live in open sin ""


""


""

HEART OF THE UNCONVERTED (JN 3:1-16)
· Jesus knew the heart of Nicodemas, and saw the heart of the unconverted!
· Nicodemas was a religious man! In fact Jesus acknowledged his position in v10, but being religious doesn't save you!
· He walked right, talked right, did the right things, he   even tithed!  But he was lost!
· Jesus looked past his position, past his robes, past his education and saw in his heart that he was unsaved!
· There's nothing that matters in this world more than the new birth!
· and Nicodemas didn't have it!
· All the riches Nicodemas had could never compare to the riches Christ offered him that day!
· lost friend, those riches are available to you.
·  and you receive them the same way he did (16)


C. God knows your heart!



- he knows who is born-again and who is lost!




- and you'll never fool him!


D. Won't you be saved today?

================================

Since God knows each of our hearts, what does he know about yours?


1.
Does he know that it's unconverted?



- how many will say preacher please pray for me, I'm 



  unsaved.


2.  
Does he know it's undedicated?


3.  
Does he know it's unconcerned about sin?



- how many christian will say preacher, God knows my 



  heart and he's revealed something in my life that 



  needs prayer, please pray for me.

After God dealt with David's heart he became concerned about his sin, After Jesus dealt with Peter's heart he became dedicated, and after Nicodemas was dealt with about his lost condition, he became converted.  (you'll find him in ch 19 annointed the body of Christ after he was crucified)


- What will be said about you after God deals with your 


  heart?
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