


Luke 8:26-39

Tonight I want you to notice that between v26 and v29, only one person got saved, only one person was affected for the cause of Christ!
· The demoniac!
· This account is repeated 3 times in the gospels; in Matt 8; Mk 5; and here in Luke 8
· Matthews Gospel tells us that they came to the city of the Gergesenes (Gergesa) which is a coastal city in the country of the Gadarenes
This is probably the only visit Christ ever made to this city
· He climbed into a ship in Capernaum and sailed all the way across the Sea of Galilee; to save one man!
· And after that they ran him out of the city 
· Why did he go all that way to save just one man, a demoniac at that?
· If he would have stayed in Capernaum, he could have won many more than that!
· So why did he go all that way for one soul?
· Even for 1 soul it was worth it
· Even if only 1 got saved, many others had a chance
· He knew that one soul can easily be multiplied into many   souls!
Notice in v37 when the multitude sent Christ away, the demoniac wanted to go with him; but Christ told him Return to thine own house and shew how great things God hath done unto thee
· And the Bible says that he went on his way, not only to his own house, but throughout the whole city
· Mark tells us that not only did he go to the city, but he published it throughout Decapolis (which is a region east of the Jordan River @ 250 square Miles)
· Telling others about Jesus!
· He went the extra mile!
· He wasn’t just satisfied with telling his own house, but the one next door, and the next one, etc.
When Christ healed him he went from a man that was a menace to man that was zealous!
· And that’s what I would like to preach on tonight: (read title)
· This is an area of the Christian life that sadly, many never experience!

Most Christians are content with just sitting back and letting others be zealous!
· “I’ll be the one with the level head”
· But you misunderstand; zeal doesn’t mean that you’re out of control - it just means that you are concerned and you’re busy doing something about it!

**Ecc 9:10**
· Do you realize what this verse is saying?
· Whatever you do, do it the best that you can; because when you die you can’t do anything from the grave!
· Our Christian life should reflect this verse of scripture!

Paul is another good example of someone that is zealous


-**1 Thess 2:4-9** (especially 8,9)

If I were to ask what zeal meant from the audience tonight, I would get answers like: passionate, enthusiastic, energetic, and fervent
· And you would all be right, because each one of these characteristics are included in zealousness
· But there are some things about zeal we really don’t think about!

ZEAL WILL FINISH THE WORK (JN 4:34)
· What we see here in Christ is true zeal
· He said … My meat is to do ... and to finish the work!
· Paul, himself being a pretty zealous fellow said,” But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy
· The zealous person will not quit!
· I’ve met some that have begun serving God with much   enthusiasm
· They read their Bible constantly, they prayed constantly, they are constantly telling others about Jesus, they’re always around during workday at the church, and whenever there’s a need or a special meeting - they’re there
· But after a month, they become lazy and unconcerned 
· Would you call this person zealous?  I wouldn’t
· I’d call them an average Christian; because the average Christian is lazy, unenthusiastic, and unconcerned for 11 months out of the year! 
· True zeal will either complete the task or will spend their life striving to complete it!

ZEAL IS FULL-TIME (GAL 4:18)
· This is something to notice! Paul says here...It is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing, and not only when I am present with you
· Zeal isn’t being passionate, enthusiastic, energetic, and fervent only when you are at church
· Or only when the preachers around
· Zeal is full-time
· Whether someone is watching you or not!
· The fact is that a zealous person is most effective when the 
  preacher or the church people aren’t around!
· The lost person will pick up on how serious you really are when it’s just you and him around!
· Because that is when you prove to him whether you’re sincere or you’re a hypocrite!

ZEAL WILL PROVOKE OTHERS (2 COR 9:2)
· In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, he couldn’t find anything nice to say about them; but now in his second letter he is commending them because of their zealousness!
· The true test of zealousness is not time, it’s not even energy expended, but rather it is how many your zeal has provoked for good!
· I’ve been blessed in my Christian life to be around some good men and women who loved God, who served God, and their zeal to serve has motivated me to do the same!
· That is such an important part of serving God!
· I’ve also been around some Christians that have been around awhile, but they just sit around and do nothing!
· Their attitude is:  I’ve been saved for awhile and I’ve paid my dues; I’ll let someone else do it!
· Which way do you think that motivates those around you?
· If you’ve been saved awhile, you should be an example to others!
· They should see your example and be challenged!
· It is my belief that much of the reason that Christians today aren’t like the Christians of the last generation is because the last generation quit on us and we have very few that are a good example!
· And if the next generation has any hope at all, they will 
   have to see the zeal and dedication in us; and our example will have to provoke them!

I want to close with this question:  What kind of zeal do you have?

· Is it on again-off again zeal? 
Is it only when the preacher’s around zeal? 
· Is it zeal that is non-provoking?
· If it is: it’s not zeal

===========================================

I’ll not ask anyone tonight to tell me what kind of zeal they have tonight; and I’m not going to ask you to tell God either


- He already knows

But what I am going to ask us is this: Is it possible for us to be more zealous?


- The answer is yes!  I don’t care who you are here tonight - the 



answer is yes!

As the ladies play, this altar is open for you to meet with God!


- There should be some business conducted here tonight



- There should be some laziness confessed here tonight; there 




should be some promises made to God here tonight, and 




there should be some victories won here tonight


- But this I do know, you will not get help unless you are willing 



to admit you have a need, and you are willing to give to him



- won’t you come?
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