


(Pray First)

Ecc. 10:15; Heb. 11:8-16
This morning I want to contrast these 2 scriptures.
· In our first passage we see a fool who wearies himself because he knoweth not how to go to the city!
· And here in Hebrews we have just read about Abraham,  who looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God!
· Abraham wasn’t looking for that city because he didn’t 


know where it was or how to get to it;  he was looking for 
that city with eager anticipation!

In v13, we see that they died in faith
· They hadn’t yet received the promises while they were living
· But they had seen them afar off; they were persuaded of 
  them; and they confessed that they were strangers and 
  pilgrims on the Earth

This morning each person here is represented by one of these 2 passages of scripture.
· I would like to think that most of us here are like Abraham!
· There has been a time in your life when you realized that you were a sinner and you realized that Christ died and shed his blood for your sins; and you asked him to save you!
· But I’m sure that there are some here that are trying to get to  heaven another way.
· The devil tells you that there are many roads to heaven
· He convinces some that their infant baptism has saved   them, he convinces some that their church membership 
  has saved them, multitudes are convinced that their good   works will save them
· But when they reach the end of the road, instead of reaching heaven’s gate they’ll realize that it is a “dead end” road
· Because when you reach the end; you are dead in your
  trespasses and sin! And you end up in hell!

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)
· Sir/Ma’am don’t listen to the devil; believe the Bible!
· If you’re trusting in something other than Christ; you are on   a dead-end road!
· Christ is the answer, Christ is the way!

Look at v13-16 again with me
· These men and women of Faith confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on this earth!
“A stranger is away from home; a vagabond has no home; a traveler needs no home; and a pilgrim is heading home”
· In v14 these strangers and pilgrims declared that they seek a country; in v15 they are not mindful of the country from whence they came out; and in v16 they desire a better country. (read v16)
· **Jn 14:1-3**
· Christian, God has prepared for us a city, and he’s prepared   for us a mansion!
· But those things are waiting for us at a later date!
· We will not arrive at that city until our life on this earth is   over; whether we go by death or the rapture

But what do we do in the meantime?  Do we just wander aimlessly? Do we just wait by the side of the road?
· What do we do before we get Home?
· **Heb 10:22-25**

Things to Do Before We Get Home!

DRAW NEAR (22)
· Each day when we awake we should have this goal
· “Let us draw near with a true heart”
· It should be our desire to be closer to God than we were 


  the day before!
· The result of drawing near is also found in this verse
· Having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water!
· The closer we are to Christ, the cleaner we are!
· I’ve never seen someone draw closer to God and get dirtier
· They’ve always become cleaner!
· The longer we live the closer we should be to Christ and the cleaner we should become!
· **Jms 4:7,8**
· Drawing near is not automatic; nor is it God’s duty to draw near to us!
· WHEN we draw nigh; THEN he will draw nigh
· What should we do before we get home? Draw Near!

HOLD FAST (23,24)
· The exhortation is to hold fast in these last days!
· Because in these last days not many will hold fast!
· Paul told Timothy... For the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers having itching ears; and they will turn away their ears from the truth, and be 
turned unto fables!
· Paul told the church at Ephesus...That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the slight of men, and 

cunning craftiness, whereby they lay in wait to deceive
· Paul KNEW that the day was fast approaching when men 
would not hold fast!
· Holding fast gives the idea that even though you are being pulled another direction; even though your friends are not holding fast; even though your flesh is tempting you to depart; you keep a firm grip no matter what pressure you are under!
· Hold fast without wavering!
· That means that you don’t budge an inch
· You maintain the firm grip
· Holding fast provokes others!
· The word provoke means to challenge those around you, it means to excite others
· This word does not refer to provocation by means of


   offensive words, nor does it mean to make angry
· When you hold fast; you challenge those around you to hold fast as well
· While we wait to go Home, we should HOLD FAST!

FORSAKE NOT (25)
· It is easy to look around and see things that are forsaken in this world!
· But the most tragic of them all is seeing the House of God forsaken!
· Preacher I have problems; what better place to find help?
· Preacher I’m discouraged; you’ll find encouragement
· The worse this world gets, the more you should find 
 yourself in God’s House
· The closer we get to the Lord’s return, the more we should find ourselves in God’s house!
· AND SO MUCH THE MORE, as ye see the day 

approaching!
· Christ said this in Luke 12:43  Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.
Christian, if the Lord would return at this moment, what would he find you doing?


- Would he find you wandering aimlessly thru life with no purpose?


- Would he find you sitting by the side of the road?


- Would he say something like, I wanted to get closer to you, but you 
      refused to draw nigh?

- Would he find you holding fast or tossed to and fro?


- Would he find you assembling or forsaking?

God has a purpose for each of us, he has a plan.


- And before we get home there are some things we should be doing.

=======================================

Ecc 10:15  The labour of the foolish wearieth every one of them, because he knoweth not how to go to the city

- Sir/Ma’am - have you tried everything to be saved and you’ve 



grown weary trying to find the way?



- no matter what you try, it hasn’t worked?




- the reason is because Christ is the only way!




- I would like to invite you to accept my Saviour this 





morning

When the music starts, if you’ll come I’ll take the Bible and show you how to be saved 
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