


Luke 2:1-7

This evening we have chosen a very popular text for the Christmas season
· It is a passage of Scripture that tells us of the birth of God’s only begotten Son into this world

· An event that had long ago been predicted by the prophets

Isaiah 7:14 Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel
Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.
· This evening I would like to take another view

· The birth of Christ changed so many things

· It changed the relationship between Mary and Joseph

· Now there is a child in their lives

· It changed history, things would never be the same again

· The Messiah has finally been born and we see the effects of it even today … we still celebrate the birth of Christ

· And it changed people

· The Bible teaches us about the great change that takes place in people’s lives when they receive him as their Saviour

· And we have watched the transformation take place in others around us

· But each person’s response to Christ is what determines the eternity they will face

As I thought upon these things, I thought about those that were present that day and how they responded

· And I quickly made the connection that how some responded then … is still repeated today

· For example:

THE INNKEEPER NEGLECTED HIM (V7)
· We can certainly understand the circumstances surrounding this innkeeper
· Caesar Augustus (the Roman Emperor) had issued a commandment throughout his empire that everyone had to return to the city of their fathers to be counted & taxed

· And the city of Bethlehem was just a tiny village

· Many had moved away, either to the larger city of Jerusalem which was a days journey away or perhaps another place

· But now everyone was to temporarily return and there was simply no room for them!

· More than likely there were a great many people forced to take shelter in strange places

· Perhaps the innkeeper had been answering the door for several days, turning people away because he had no vacancy

· And when Mary and Joseph came, all he could offer was the stable … and they took it

· The innkeeper did not know that the Son of God was about to be born … he never considered it

SHEPHERDS WHO REJOICE (V8-20)
· Remember that the prophets had foretold of this virgin birth for many years
· The children of Israel always held onto the fact that one day their Messiah would come and free them

· They did not know when, they did not know how … they had been waiting so long that to many it became a fable

· But not to these shepherds! (read v11)

· They too could have been skeptical like the Pharisees and Sadducees … but they were not and when the angel gave them the good news they said (read v15)

· And they saw this newborn king with their own eyes

THE WISE MEN WORSHIPPED HIM (MATT. 2:1-12)
· This takes place several months later
· This we know because we no longer find him laying in a manger, but instead we find him in a house

· And he is no longer a babe, but a young child

· They had followed the star from the east until it led them to Christ … and when they found him, they worshipped him

· We do not read that they gave such honor to Herod, but to this young child … they fell down like they would to a king and worshipped him as they would God

HEROD REJECTED HIM (MATT. 2:3)
· Herod was troubled when he heard the news

· He did not rejoice like the shepherd, nor did he worship like the wise men

· Instead he tried to deceive the wise men to reveal the location of Christ once they had discovered him

· The reason is because the Roman Emperor had given him the authority over Israel, Caesar had made him king

· But if there is a newborn king it was a direct threat to his throne

· And when the wise men do not return … he reacts quite violently (read v16)

There is one more group of characters to see … and that is US!

· How have we responded to this Babe born in a manger who would die for the sins of the world?

· What have we done with this Saviour who paid the price for our sins?

Some NEGLECT him like the innkeeper
· Too busy … it’s not really that important … one day

· But “one day” never comes and though you may have had good intentions … you never received him as your Saviour
Some have REJOICED and WORSHIPPED him … because you have recognized and received God’s gift of redemption!

· But, sadly, some have rejected him

· They’ve heard the gospel story, they’ve been given the opportunity to receive him … but they’ve rejected him!

· They are different from those that neglect him because at least they have “intentions”

· Those that reject harden their hearts and have no intention of ever being saved

· This is the worst response to have!

How will you respond?
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